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FKANKLIN IN THE VALLEY OF THE LEHIGH, 1756. 
[Extracts from the diary of the Moravian congregation at Bethlehem.] 

January 1 1756. — News was received at Bethlehem, that 
the Indians had laid waste with fire and tomahawk on the 
Plains, six miles from Christian's Spring. Bro. Shebosch 
also returned, who with others had accompanied the wagons 
bound for Gnadenhuetten. When within two miles of the 
place they found it had been attacked this day by the 
Indians. 

January 2. — Some of our brethren who were sent out to 
meet the returning wagons, arrived safely. If the wagons 
had set out yesterday one hour earlier — twelve brethren, 
twelve horses and three wagons would have fallen into the 
hands of the Indians. They brought the news that Gna- 
denhuetten was in ruins, and that the Indians held the site, 
and also brought back a number of wounded belonging to 
the garrison. An express was sent early in the morning to 
the Commissioners at Reading. Bro. Spangenberg went 
to Easton to consult with Major Parsons, as to the best 
route to send a messenger to the Indians on the Susque- 
hanna, who were friendly to the Government. Towards 
evening upwards of one hundred fugitives were received at 
Bethlehem and in the Crown Inn — We scarcely know how 
to provide for them. 

January 4- — The Express returned from Reading, with a 
letter from the Governor, that he would again hold Gnaden- 
huetten and cover the frontiers. 

January 7. — Benjamin Franklin, one of the Commis- 
sioners, arrived here from Reading, as General Lieutenant 
and Captain in chief of our County. Bro. Spangenberg, in 
the name of the congregation waited on him. 

January 8. — At present we have four hundred people in 
Bethlehem more than usual and seventy Indians. Two of 
our teams went to Nazareth under convoy with provisions, 
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and from thence the Nazareth teams will transport them to 
the soldiers north of the Blue Mountains. 

January 10. — During dinner, at which Franklin was pres- 
ent, our musicians played some selected pieces. 

January 11. — Franklin attended the preaching and was 
very attentive. Bro. Reinke's text was I John 3. 8. Cap- 
tain Folk with his company arrived from Allemangel. 

January 15. — At noon Franklin broke up his quarters 
here, and accompanied by William Edmonds set out for 
Gnadenhuetten. 

January 16. — Bro. Senseman went as express to the Gov- 
ernor, on the Susquehanna, with letters from Franklin. It 
was quiet today as the soldiers have all departed. 

January 17. — Another company of soldiers arrived to join 
Franklin. 

January 22. — To-day the soldiers who arrived on the 17th ; 
and had been quartered at the Crown Inn, left for Gnaden- 
huetten, which is being fortified. 

January 23-26. — "We learn from Franklin that he is con- 
fident of the success of his plan of defending the frontiers 
— to build forts along the frontiers, one in every fifteen 
miles ; and that he has received information that the French 
design to make Pennsylvania the theatre of the war. 

January 29. — A spy was seen this evening, with a lighted 
torch, but was frightened away. 

January SO. — At a meeting of our watchmen, eighty in 
number, it was impressed on them that during the present 
crisis watchfulness was necessary, and that it was found 
that nothing harassed the Indians so much as watching. It 
was agreed to challenge every body ; to indicate the hours 
by striking the bell and also the changes of the watch. 

January 31. Bro Post and Blum went as express to 
Franklin at Fort Allen, with a letter from the Governor. 

February £. — Bro Post and Blum returned from Fort 
Allen, and soon after Franklin and William Edmonds ar- 
rived under escort of thirty men. 

February 5. — Franklin and Edmonds left for the Assembly 
at Philadelphia. 



